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Norre Sandegard Vest, but the very low proportion in-
dicates that the majority of the possible children’s gra-
ves have been ploughed away, as they were not buried
as deep as the adults. This is supported by the fact
that many of the adult graves with rich grave goods
have evidently also been ploughed away at this site.

There are only 3 graves in the cemetery that can
definitely be identified as children’s graves, graves 22,
34 and 53. In grave 22 a 6-7 years old girl was buried
with quite a large collection of jewellery. In grave 34
only weak skeletal traces of a buried child were visible
with a knife and a wooden container as grave goods.
In grave 53 a comb and a pot were found. The small
dimensions of both graves also indicate that they were
the burials of children.

Of the remaining unidentified graves, V1 and V2
were excavated by Vedel and contained no grave
goods. During the re-excavation of these two graves,
however, two large features were observed, which could
possibly be adult graves. The only certain adult’s
grave amongst this set is grave 75 in which clear skele-
tal traces of a fully grown person could be seen. The
only grave goods here was a knife. Grave 48 also con-
tained a knife alone, but in this case it was impossible
to offer any closer age-determination on the basis of
skeletal traces. Finally, the suspected grave 95 should
be noted, probably a robbed grave. Vedel excavated
no graves in this area, but the size and alignment of
the feature imply that an inhumation grave must have
been excavated at this spot. It may have been the then
landowner who undertook a single excavation on his
own initiative after Vedel’s excavation.

3.2. The Women's Graves
by Lars Jorgensen
Fifty-nine graves at Norre Sandegard Vest (60 if featu-

re 05 is counted in) can r‘PﬁniI‘PI}.’ he ngsignﬁd to the

Late Germanic Iron Age. 27 of these can securely be
identified as women’s graves on the basis of their gen-
der-specific grave goods (including the girl’s grave
22). The women'’s graves of Bornholm in this period
often contain a very substantial set of jewellery that al-
lows us to sex the graves without osteological analy-
ses. In the same way, many of the men’s graves conta-
in weaponry identifying the sex of those buried there.

The 26 women’s graves excavated in the cemetery
also contain rich grave goods which can shed light on
important chronological and social details of this peri-
od on Bornholm. The starting point for these analy-
ses is a dating of the relevant grave finds in the chro-
nology for the Late Germanic Iron Age on Bornholm.

3.2.1. Chronology

The women’s graves of Bornholm of the Late Germa-
nic Iron Age have already been used in chronological
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analyses (@rsnes 1966; 1970; Hoilund Nielsen 1987;
Jergensen 1990). There is a rich and varied set of gra-
ve finds from this period, and the supplementary finds
from Nerre Sandegard Vest provide the opportunity
for a new chronological analysis. This does not imply
that the earlier works are inadequate; rather that the
new graves make it possible to re-assess the earlier
chronological results.

The work of Drsnes from 1966 still forms the foun-
dation for the chronology of southern Scandinavia
with his division of the period into the main phases 1-
3. His system was revised, however, by Heilund Niel-
sen in 1987, where the finds from Bornholm were divi-
ded up into 8 phases, 1A-1D, 2A-2C and F, with Pha-
se F representing the Viking Period proper (Hoilund
Nielsen 1987). Heilund Nielsen similarly undertook
some minor adjustments to Drsnes’s typology, and in-
troduced, for the first time, a typology of bead strings,
which proved to involve some clear chronological
trends. In the present work Heilund Nielsen’s typolo-
gy is followed strictly.

The analytical method used for the chronology is
the same as that used by Heilund Nielsen in 1987 and
involves a seriation and correspondence analysis of
the combinations of types in the Bornholm grave
finds. This method, and its possible weaknesses, has
been described in several articles, and the reader will
therefore not be wearied with long mathematical ac-
counts of the statistical basis of this method (cf. Hai-
lund Nielsen 1987; 1988; Madsen 1988; Hines 1992;
Palm and Pind 1992; Scollar 1993). Put briefly, the
place of a grave in a seriated matrix is calculated on
the basis of a mathematical mean value for that
grave’s combination of types. The major drawback of
this statistical method lies precisely here, as a majority
of old types will weigh more heavily than the latest ar-
tefact-type which is otherwise perhaps the most ap-
propriate for dating the act of burial. This source of
possible error, however, only seems to occur in a small
number of blatant cases, all of which will be noted in
the following discussion of the result of seriation.

A total of 111 women'’s graves from Bornholm and
46 artefact-types were included in the analysis (Figs.
15-16). The seriation reveals the gradual replacement
of types that can be seen in the grave groups down
through the phases (Fig. 16). The phase boundaries in
the seriation are primarily defined on the basis of rela-
tively conspicuous typological innovations. The seria-
tion produced 10 phases, in which phases 1A-2C
constitute the Late Germanic Iron Age and phase
VIK is the classical Viking Period. The relevant corre-
spondence analysis to check this seriation clearly
shows that there is a gradual chronological develop-
ment in the furnishing of the graves (Fig. 17). A neat
parabola shows how the individual phases follow one
another along the first axis which stands as the chro-
nological indicator in this type of analysis.

A number of adjustments can be made to Heilund
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Fig. 15. Type scheme showing the classification of jewellery, from women's graves on Bornholm of the Late Iron Age and Viking Period. The type
numbers refer to Hotlund Nielsen 1987 and are used in the seriation, Fig. 16.

25




Input Correlation: 0.0626 Output Correlation: 0.9552 % Variance: B.1B02
NNN'RN'QNNQRNON‘OIRQIKRPQSPKDICDJSPQTEGERRPIGPFGIP

Animal Styles
33232322331221333211e212121 1342423123:31];;2: 1:: ty|
fddcgabc e ba ccnc abba ? a a 2
[=1 da b
B [+ D E |DF
LILLEVYS
LILLEVY LI | s
LOUSGD29 |s 1 tenaGnE S
LOUSGD28 |[ss & VIK mcoae
BAKGD156 LI :;5
LILIME : : LILLMELS
LILLMELS [] ] LILLME
LILLV1 [ [ :
© L1.LLEV2
b LOUSGD47
SALTUNI4 2C SALTUN14
SALTUN14 BaL i
EALODLES BAKGD159
BAKGD159 ] ey
BAKGD105 ] oLos
- “wii BAKGD44
BAKGD44 (N o spiet
ELLEGARD B Atg
LILLMEL4 (] :!E; L ]1?553
BAKGD153 . Nsach-;
NSV77 ] L
BAKGD132 [] angnss
aDS50 : BAKGDS0
BAKGDS50 s XED2O
-y KANGD195
KANGD195 ] LI | skl
LOUSGD6 LI I o A
BAKGD143 [N Ngﬁsé
NSVvE ] (] NEVYE
NS . . 2“ LIMENSGD
LIMENSGD (] " Ry
LOUSGD11 ] [} oty o
NSV23 ] (R o
BAKGDG3 LRI ] . ::ﬁsna
H i i . onEn NSVv4d
NSVv4d ] [ ; . Havyre
[ [ | N} : V.
LOUSGD16 ] ] LO 52545
BAKGD64 L] . . §:§695
BAKGDS (3] . 2 =
::;GD62 : (N BAKGD77
<A e [N LOUSGDS
ot g : : L] [ NSV4T7
s 1 .:n ' . BAKGD%%
BAKGD1 iy
BAKGD76 1 Dz P , v BAEaD
NSV16 P | ll. . R
pipeotd i [ | LOUSGD18
LOUSGD18 [ L] - L oL
BAKGD8S [ \ . Nsmvﬁd
. : k ] ] BAKGD163
el : (] s BAKGD17
el . (ERN] [ ] NSV26
St . ' [ LOUSGD10
LOUSGD10 L] L) : : s
. [ ] MELB2
=i v Ll LN BAKGD93
st - ' e BAKGD35
BARRO10 . BAKGD106
BAKGD106 ] z S
i . " ] BAKGD16
:::GDlG : ] [ BAKGD141
060 . ] BAKGD60
e i . sem =m @ NSV71
s 1[)1 x e [ NSV28
by . ] e En NSV10
i . E [ (B NN ] BAKGD157
BAKGD157 (] . vt
NEv70 » e rea [ NSV70
e . » [] BAKGD74
BARGD11 ’ e " orE aa [l BAKGD112
e L} ] ] NSV12
Auiis (N ] ] BAKGD20 ! |
et L) s NSVS56 H I
Hsv%ﬁgs ngna BAKGD95
BANGD (NN ] BAKGD14
e TEEn @ NSV54
Nsvgg Ll L Nsvzg
i L] NSV2
1C o =
e ] [} BAKGD104
BAKGD104 . s
NSV55 i
L T Nsaz6 M
:ﬁx R BAKGDZ0
<4y [ BAKGD24
eyt LI | BAKGD103
BAKGD103 . et
gigsnéig L] BAKGD94
BAKgD BAKGD23
A2 1 =2 &5 KOBBEAZ2 =
OREERS (] KOBBEA33
Sl NYMOLLE2
NYMOLLEZ2 o gt
ooy ] SALTUN1O
SALTUN1O .
MM LOUSGD37
TN GUDMINGE
GUDMINGE . oty
g§§g7 [ ] BAKGD30
GD3 ] LOUSGD36
LOUSGD36 1B1 LOUSGD3
ol i KOBBEAG6
KOBBEAG oTAE
KNARR —KNARRE1
KNARREL _ | __ __ _  — — — e — — — — — — Pk
hpsb=5d LENSGARD
by BAKGD155
R EROBOA 1 A MELKOB9A
MELKOB9A el
LILLBZ2

RNONOIRQIKRPOSPEKQKDISPOQTEGERRPIGPFGIF

gggggggggal2213332113212121 13424232131121 111

fddcgabc e ba ccnc abba ;: a a baabb c aa
[=] -] b

26




Correspondence Analysis of bornholm
Unit scores

X-Axis: 1. component
¥Y-Axis: 2. component

Correlation: 0.9771 ( 8.5X%)
Correlation: 0.9459 ( 8 0%)

3.0+
. A VIK
o ;
-%/’ o
ig 1‘!1 o
o \
% 1B2 ' %
y 2C °
g 1c .
‘ Q
-170 “ % 101 1o 20’ 370 alo
°° r
102 2B °
1?;/%) :2‘& o ° 2
T 8oe |° Z
-2.04

Fig. 17. Correspondence analysis of the women's grave goods from Bornholm of the Late Germanic Iron Age and Viking Feriod showing the 10 chro-

nological phases of the seriation.

Nielsen’s chronology of 1987, partly as a result of the
omission of several grave groups which formed part
of Heilund Nielsen’s Phase 1A, partly because of the
substantial impact of Nerre Sandegard Vest, and final-
ly from the introduction of several subtypes of what
were included only as main types in Heilund Nielsen's
study. The latter applies to the pins Heilund Nielsen
P1-2, armrings Heilund Nielsen Q2-3 and the so-cal-
led terminals of type Hailund Nielsen R1, In Hailund

Nielsen’s ch.ronology, chains of both copper alloy and
iron were included as type S3. It has already been po-
inted out that it does not make good sense to put these
two types together as one type (Jergensen 1990, 39).
In this chronology, consequently, only iron chains are
included as type S3. In her work Heilund Nielsen also

Fig. 16. Seriation of the womens graves of the Late Germanic Iron
Age and Viking Period from Bommholm with the chronological phases
1A-VIK marked. Supplementary to the seriation, the occurrence of the
southern Scandinavian animal styles in the individual graves is mar-
hed.

Abbreviations followed by grave number: Bakgd = Bekkegdrd, El-
legard = Ellegard, Gryet = Gryet, Gudminge = Gudmingegard,
Kangd = Store Kafmszgurd Kobbea = Iﬁ;bbea Knarre = Knarre-
gard, Lensgard = Lensgdrd, Lillev = Lillevang, Lillmel = Lille-
vang-Melsted, Limensgd = Limensgird, Lousgd = Lousgard, Melb2
= Melsted b2, Melkob = Melsted-Kobbed, Nymolle = Nexo Nymalle,
NS = Norre Sandegird, NS-BMR = Norre Sandegird (Bornholms
Museum), NSV = Norre Sandegard Vest, NSVo = Norre Sande-
giird Vest (Vedel grave), Saltun = Saltuna.

included grave finds that probably represent mixed
grave goods from both the Early and the Late Germa-
nic Iron Age (cf. Jergensen 1990, 26), and these have
therefore been omitted from this analysis. This has
led to a situation in which it is extremely difficult
to differentiate the remaining graves of Heilund
Nielsen's Phase 1A from Phase 1B1, as the Phase-1A
graves virtually appear as an earlier part of phase 1B1.
For the purposes of r‘nmna_ris@n with Heilund Niel-
sen, therefore, we have chosen here to use the term
Phase 1A/1B1 for the earliest graves in this seriation.
This chronology thus includes grave groups of the
Late Germanic Iron Age proper, and Phase 1A/1B1
can best be equated with Heilund Nielsen’s Phase 1B.

In Heilund Nielsen’s chronology there were also
two phases that were clearly quite long lasting, Phases
1B and 1D. The new analysis shows that Heilund Ni-
elsen’s Phases 1B and 1D should probably be subdivi-
ded into 1B1-1B2 and 1D1-1D2 respectively. Basical-
ly, however, the new chronological analysis confirms
the main, general features of Heilund Nielsen’s type-
sequence, although several graves have been attribut-
ed to different phases (compare Fig. 16 with Heilund
Nielsen 1987, Tab. 4). The marked increase in the
number of graves will always lead to modifications.
This will no doubt also be the case with the chronolo-
gy presented here, if there is any further influx of new
grave finds.
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3.2.2. Description of the phases

In the discussion of the inventory of types in the indi-
vidual phases, Hoilund Nielsen’s typology of 1987 is
consistently followed. In addition, occurrences of
Orsnes’s southern Scandinavian animal styles B-F
and the gripping beast style are noted. It must be no-
ted that the animal styles were not included in the se-
riation itself; there were only subsequently added to
the resulting seriation in Fig. 16.

Phase 14/1B1 marks the transition from the Early
Germanic Iron Age, when the types of dress accesso-
ry characteristic of the Late Germanic Period such as
equal-armed brooches of Type F and beak brooches
of Types G1-2 were introduced (Fig. 18). In the erst-
while Phase-1A graves there were copper-alloy pins of
Type Pla while in Phase 1B1 there are dress pins of
Type Plbc - pins of Types Pla and Plc are, more-
over, leading types of this phase. Also found in this pha-
se are disc brooches of Types I1a and I1b, and bead-
string terminals of Type Rla. The bead sets of this
phase consist of R3a strings with monochrome yellow
and red beads. Phase 1B1 marks the end of dress pins
of Type Pla and ¢ and disc brooches of Type I1a.

In Phase 1B2 the main types are still bead strings of
Type R3a and beak brooches of Type G2. Terminals
of Type Rla-b also occur frequently. New types are
beak brooches of Type G3, disc-on-bow brooches of
"Type E2a-b, iron dress pins of Type P4, toilet sets with
spatulate tweezers of Type T4, while the first iron cha-
ins of Type S3 used for suspending toilet sets and kni-
ves are also seen. With Phase 1B2 the beak brooches
of Type G2 and disc brooches of I1b disappear. In
Phase 1B2 we also now find the first Style-IT animal
art in the form of artefacts with Orsnes’s southern
Scandinavian Style B.

With Phase 1C the first armrings of Type Q2a and
openwork plate brooches of Type Jlc-d appear. Types
that occur frequently are iron dress pins of Type P4,
bead strings of Type R3a, metal chains of Type S3, toilet
sets of Type T4, beak brooches of Type G3 and disc-
on-bow brooches of Type E2a. With Phase 1C types
such as G2 beak brooches and P1b dress pins disappear.
Phase 1C also marks the appearance of the first dress
accessories with southern Scandinavian Style C.

Phase 1D1 marks the introduction of new types of
common brooch in the form of bird brooches of Type
D and rectangular brooches of Types Kla and K1b.
These brooches clearly supersede the beak brooches
of Type G2-3 as the normal brooch in the women’s
costume. The most conspicuous innovation, however,
is the introduction of bead strings of Type R3b, repla-
cing the R3a strings. In association with the large
strings of Type R3b we now also see plate-like bead
spacers of Type S1, while terminals of Type R1a-b also
cease with Phase 1D1. With Phase 1D1, in addition,
comes the end of earlier display types such as disc-on-
bow brooches of Type E2a-b, although this does not
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mean that disc-on-bow brooches disappear complete-
ly from the costume. Thus on Bornholm there are se-
veral stray finds of later disc-on-bow brooches of Type
E2c, 2 of which are stray finds from the same number
of disturbed graves at Nerre Sandegéird Vest (cf. Fig.
28-29, C 10206 and C 11371). These brooches do not
belong to Phase 1D1 as they are decorated in Style D.
The brooches must come from destroyed graves of
Phases 1D2-2A.

Phase 1D2 develops steadily out of Phase 1D1, be-
ing characterized in particular by a more frequent oc-
currence of types that are only rarely found in Phase
ID1. Important new types, however, are rectangular
brooches of Type K1c (of which one example had no-
netheless appeared in Phase 1D1 in Nerre Sandegard
Vest grave 32), disc brooches of Type 12, wide spiral
armrings of Type Q2c and the first massive armrings
of Type Q3a. The latter type indeed appears only in
Phase 1D2. Another important point is that the first
artefacts with animal ornament in southern Scandina-
vian Style D are found in Phase 1D2. Altogether,
therefore, there is no doubt that the range of finds of
Phase 1D2 is of later character than that of Phase 1D1.

In respect of Phase 1D2, however, correspondence
analysis and seriation display their weaknesses too, as
a tortoise-type brooch of type Olb which occurs in
Nerre Sandegard Vest grave 16 is placed in this phase.
Neorre Sandegard Vest grave 16 is untypical in that it
contained many old objects and it is clear that these
pull the O1 brooch, and thus the grave group, back to
Phase 1D2. Itis reasonable to assume that the O1 bro-
och, which is a very common type in the succeeding
phase, 2A, should be the chronologically diagnostic
object in this grave, which perhaps should have better
been placed in Phase 2A. It is, however, very rare that
this type of methodological problem turns up in the
chronological analysis. It can be pointed out in additi-
on that although Nerre Sandegard Vest grave 16 is as-
signed to the mddle of Phase 1D2, this does not ex-
clude the possibility that this burial could have taken
place within the last 5 years of the 7th century.

Phase 24 marks a clear break between the earlier
range of grave goods and a later one, and it is reaso-
nable to place the boundary line between an earlier
and later main set of phases within the Late Germanic
Iron Age here. As the main characteristics of this
change, we can see that rectangular plate brooches,
dress pins and spiral armrings come to an end. In the-
ir place completely new types of brooch in the form of
the tortoise-type brooches of Types N1, N2e and O1-2
are introduced. The only one of the earlier brooch-ty-
pes that survives into Phase 2A is the disc brooch in
the from of the late type I3, which is clearly linked to
Phase 2A. Style D is now evidently dominant, and it
clearly supplants Style G, which only occurs in Nerre
Sandegérd Vest graves 23 and 58. In Phase 2A we find
the earliest examples of southern Scandinavian Style
E in Bakkegérd graves 63 and 143.
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The range of types of Phase 2B is clearly related to
that of Phase 2A. New types, however, are bead
strings of Type R3¢, which are found only in this pha-
se, and armrings of Types Q3b and Q3c. At the end of
Phase 2B a range of types inherited from Phase 2A
disappear: small tortoise brooches of Types O1-2 and
disc brooches of Type I3. It is also significant that
@rsnes’s southern Scandinavian mixed Style DF now
appears in several graves. The predominant styles of
animal ornament are now Styles D and E.

Phase 2C marks the end of the Late Germanic Iron
Age. New types of this phase are tortoise brooches of
Types N2a, N2d and N2g (Petersen 1928, Fig. 27).

"Tortoise brooches of these typical, transitional forms
all disappear at the crossover to the following phase,
VIK, with its classical Viking-period range of arte-
facts. Furthermore in Phase 2C we find the first bead
strings of Type R3d, which continue into the Viking
Period. For the first time, too, southern Scandinavian
Style F (Style III) is found on a tortoise brooch from
Lillevang-Melsted grave 2, and Style-F animal heads
are also found on the tortoise brooches from Bekke-
gard grave 166 (cf. Fig. 23). The first examples of the
gripping beast style are also found on the two tortoise
brooches of Type N2g in Lillevang grave 2 and Bak-
kegérd grave 159 (cf. Fig. 23).
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The last phase in the seriation, VIK, contains the
classical Viking-period inventory including tortoise
brooches of Types N2f (Petersen 1928, Fig. 37) and
N3 (Petersen 1928, Figs. 40-41 and 51) and equal-
armed brooches of Type M3 (Petersen 1928, Fig. 58).

The seriation of the grave groups from Bornholm
looks credible, especially in view of the fact that we do
not find concentrations of graves from particular ce-
meteries in individual phases. The graves from the
larger cemeteries such as Bekkegard, Lousgard and
Norre Sandegard Vest are thus spread over several
phases. In addition, the distribution of the Nerre San-
degérd Vest graves show an increase from the start of
the cemetery towards a peak in Phase 1D1 after which
the number of graves falls steadily: 1 grave in Phase
1B2; 5 graves in 1C; 7 graves in 1D1; 4 graves in
1D2; 4 graves in 2A; and 1 grave in 2B. This curve is
typical for the frequency of burial in a cemetery, and
only the grouping of 5 Nerre Sandegérd Vest graves
in Phase 1C looks like over-representation, as they
constitute more than 50% of the graves in this phase.

Furthermore, only in a few cases are graves found
which seem to be misplaced in the seriation because
of the method’s mathematical calculation of the mean
score of the grave. It has already been noted that
Norre Sandegard Vest grave 16 seems to be placed
one phase too early on the basis of the large number
of early types in the grave. The same seems to be the
case with Nerre Sandegard Vest grave 32 in Phase
1D1, where a rectangular Type-K1c brooch would be
more at home in Phase 1D2. This suspicion is in fact
supported by the fact that the nearest man’s grave to
Neorre Sandegard Vest grave 32 is Nerre Sandegird
Vest grave 30, which is dated to Phase IV in the male
chronology, which in turn can very confidently be
aligned with the later Phase 1D2 and Phase 2A (cf.
section 3.2.5 on the synchronization of the male and
female grave chronologies).

3.2.3. The animal styles and absolute
chronology

The women’s grave goods of the Late Germanic Iron
Age are often richly decorated, especially with zoo-
morphic ornament, reflecting the general artistic de-
velopments of the period. In 1966, in the light of
Arwidsson’s studies of the Vendel Styles A-E (Arwids-
son 1942a; 1942b), @rsnes described and defined the
corresponding animal ornament of this period in sou-
thern Scandinavia (Drsnes 1966). Through analyses
of the detailed elements of the animal motifs and their
combinations, a sequence of southern Scandinavian
Styles B, C, D, E and F was defined, together with a
range of mixed styles. Southern Scandinavian Styles
B-E represent Salin’s Style IT and Style F represents
Style ITI (cf. Salin 1904). @rsnes was able to show that
this sequence was chronologically governed, and the
new seriation of the grave finds from Bornholm large-
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ly confirms the relative chronological sequence of
Orsnes’s southern Scandinavian styles (cf. Fig. 16).

Surface-covering Style B thus occurs only in Phase
1B2, where it is found on a copper-alloy box in Nerre
Sandegard grave 426 and 2 disc brooches of Type I1b
from Lousgard grave 40 and Kobbea grave 2. If the
profile animal heads on the disc-on-bow brooches are
counted here too, then this Style-B element continues
into Phases 1C and 1D1.

The earliest Style-C decoration appears in Phase
1C in Nerre Sandegard Vest graves 20 and 22 and
Bakkegéird grave 14. Style C reigns alone in Phase
1D1 and is still clearly dominant in the next phase,
1D2. In Phase 2A there are very few items with Style
C, which appears in the seriation only in Nerre San-
degard Vest graves 23 and 58. Here too, in Nerre San-
degard Vest grave 23, it is found only on an unusual
artefact-type such as the horse-shaped plate brooch of
Type LA4.

The first objects in Style D are found in Phase
1D2, and in several graves Style D is found together
with objects carrying Style C. Style D becomes the do-
minant style in Phase 2A, clearly superseding Style C.
Style D is also very common in Phase 2B, but is repre-
sented only in Lousgérd grave 47 of Phase 2C.

Style E makes its first appearance in Phase 2A whe-
re it is found only on the typical Bornholm tortoise
brooches of Type N2e. This style continues in Phase
2B and 2C, in which it appears more often. It should
be noted, however, that Bekkegard graves 159 and
166 of Phase 2C have tortoise brooches of Types N2a
and N2d with animal decoration that can best be asso-
ciated with Arwidsson’s Vendel Style E, and which
does not have a lot in common with @rsnes’s sou-
thern Scandinavian Style E (cf. Fig. 23).

In Phase 2B, the first examples of Drsnes’s mixed
Style DF are found, a style which also occurs in Phase
2C. Pure Style F (Style III), however, does not appear
before Phase 2C in the seriation, in Lillevang-Melsted
grave 2. The first tortoise brooches with the gripping
beast style appear in Phase 2C, in Bekkegard grave
159 and Lillevang grave 2, subsequent to which this
animal style becomes widely used in the early Viking
Period on the large group of tortoise brooches of Type
P37 (Petersen 1928, Fig. 37), which are identified as
Type N2f in the seriation.

The distribution of styles in the seriation of the
graves from Bornholm thus confirms the presence of
a clear sequence of development in the styles of sou-
thern Scandinavia, while the chronological tendencies
in the history of the animal style are clearly reflected
in Drsnes’s classification.

In his study, Orsnes pointed out the close conne-
xions that could be seen between the development of
the southern Scandinavian animal styles and the de-
velopment of animal ornament in both the Continten-
tal Germanic and the Insular areas (Jrsnes 1966). In
respect of southern Scandinavian Style B, @rsnes belie-
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the burial chamber in the Oseberg ship grave to 834,
the gripping beast decoration in which she regards as
the earliest securely dated examples (Bonde & Chris-
tensen 1993; Thunmark-Nylén 1995, 557 and 606ff.).
It must be emphasized, however, that the gripping be-
asts on the Berdal brooches should not be equated
with the Oseberg Style (Horn Fuglesang 1987, 219).
The question is now how much older the gripping
beast-decorated artefacts in the Oseberg Style will
prove be according to a dendrochronological dating:
they are presumably from before 834. This dating
clearly shows that the Oseberg Style must belong to
the early 9th century and that Ribe’s gripping beast-
decorated Berdal brooches, which contain no Ose-
berg elements, could therefore perfectly well be of the
late 8th century. In her discussion of the absolute
dates, Thunmark-Nylén also does not include the
Continental finds, such as the Lindau book cover
which clearly shows the use of gripping beast motifs
from before 800. The datings of the Continental finds
thus show that the beginning of Ribe’s much discus-
sed horizon with the production of tortoise brooches
of the Berdal type with gripping beast decoration
should probably be dated around 775.

Through Continental parallels to the artefacts
from Bornholm, Heilund Nielsen proposed absolute
datings for her phases 1A-2C (1987, 69). Phase 1A-B

was dated to the period ?-600, Phase 1C-D to ca. 600-
680/700, and Phase 2A-c to ca. 680/700-775/800. The
new style datings of the phases on Bornholm introdu-
ced above thus confirm the main lines of Heilund Ni-
elsen’s datings and can also provide us with datings
for several subphases. Adjustments, however, can be
made at the transition from Phase 1D to 2A, which is
now, probably, to be dated around 700, while the tran-
sition from Phase 2C to the Viking Period returns to
the classical date of 800. There are also some indica-
tions that the boundary between Phase 2A and 2B is
to be placed around 750, while it seems more certain
that Phase 2C covers the period ca. 775-800, as pure
Style F appears first in Phase 2C. After this, however,
it has to be noted that apart from the dating of the
transition between Phase 1B1 and 1B2 to around 570
it is not possible to produce well-founded datings of
the other phases on Bornholm which are based on the
typological comparison of women’s grave goods and
animal ornament.

3.2.4. The burial sequence

The distribution of the women’s graves at Nerre San-
degard Vest reveals certain horizontal stratigraphical
tendencies. It is clear that the earliest burials, from
Phase 1B2-1C, are found in two clearly distinct groups.
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